
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The EU Regulatory Framework for 2030 is already in place, but how can we encourage the society to act? 
 
The energy transition has come to the doorsteps of European citizens. The shift towards cleaner energy and the battle 
for improved air quality is placing more responsibility on households and pressure on communities to transform. 
Those who have been using coal and gas to heat their homes are now facing increased costs. Most families need to 
renovate the buildings they live in. 
 
Emission reductions result not only from implementing technological advancements on a larger scale but also from 
changes in daily habits. Effective implementation of regulations, such as the new Ambient Air Quality Directive 
(AAQD), and preparing households for the expansion of the ETS system, is a significant challenge. Communities, 
where coal extraction has been a major source of income, are facing the need to diversify economically to reach Just 
Transition. 
The success of the energy transition will depend on the right investments and support schemes as well  
as on the social acceptance, built on clear evidence of its benefits for society.  Providing knowledge through educa-
tional and communication campaigns is crucial, along with access to accurate data on local needs, allocating EU funds 
effectively, and offering expert support along with practical solutions are key to driving a successful energy transition.  
 
Poland's experience in combating smog and implementing one of the largest Clean Air subsidy programs for residents 
serves as a valuable example, demonstrating how targeted initiatives can accelerate progress on local energy tran-
sition when support is given to citizens.  
 
We invite you to join the discussion with experts and representatives of local and national authorities as well as the 
European institutions to collaboratively develop effective solutions for Europe’s energy future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 

   

 

AGENDA 
Venue: Business & Science Poland, Rue Belliard 40, 1040 Brussels  

The event will be held in English 
 
 

12:30-13:30 Registration and welcoming lunch  
 

13:30-13:35 Welcoming remarks 
 
13:35-13:50 Keynote speech:  
 

• Jan Dusík, Deputy Director-General, DG CLIMA, European Commission  
Keeping the momentum going. How can the next MFF help citizens navigate through the energy transition? 

 

13:50-14:05 Social dimension of the energy transition and clean air programmes 

• Joanna Pandera, PhD, President, Forum Energii, European University Institute, School of Transnational Gov-
ernance, From the EU regulatory framework to implementation – lessons for the future 

 
 

14:05-15:10 Programmes supporting air quality improvement and energy transition  
 

• Veli Veli-Matti Uski, Director General, Ministry of the Environment, Finland  

• Reena Badiani-Magnusson, Senior Economist, Energy and Poverty Practice Groups, World Bank  

• Marcin Grądzki, Director of the Office of Air Protection and Climate Policy, Warsaw City Hall 

• Pedro Gomes, Clean Vehicles & Air Quality Cluster Lead, POLIS  

• Moderation: Joanna Pandera, PhD, President, Forum Energii, EUI -STG 
 
15:10-15:25 Coffee break 
 
15:25-16:00 FIRESIDE CHAT: What is needed to support citizens in energy transition? 
 

• Dorota Zawadzka-Stępniak, President of National Fund for Environmental Protection, Poland  

• Milena Damianova, Policy Coordinator - Social Climate Fund, DG CLIMA, European Commission 

• Joanna Pandera, PhD, President, Forum Energii, European University Institute, School of Transnational Gov-
ernance 

 

16:00-17:00 Empowering regions through just transiting and driving future growth 
 

• Paweł Olechnowicz, Policy Officer, DG Regional and Urban Policy Unit for Smart and Sustainable Growth, EC  

• Annya Schneider, Europe Lead, Environment Program, Bloomberg Philanthropies  

• Alexandru Kelemen, Director for Jiu Valley Integrated Territorial Development Association 

• Corinna Zierold, Head of Just Transition, IndustriAll Europe, Belgium 

• Moderation: Magdalena Chawuła, People, Cities, Regions Programme Director, Forum Energii  
 

 


